North Dakota School for the Deaf

Legacy of the Frelich Family

By Lilia Bakken, Communications Coordinator
North Dakota School for the Deaf
Resource Center for Deaf & Hard of Hearing



Thank you to the children of
Philip and Esther Frelich
for your contributions of information
and photographs used in the
creation of this program.
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Philip Frelich was born
In Devils Lake, ND,
on April 4,1917. g
He was born deaf. !
In the fall of 1923, at age 6,
Philip was enrolled in the
- e e ND School for the Deatf.
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North Dakota School for the Deaf (The NDISChOOI for ’:(he Deat, located in g
Established in 1890 Devi s Lake, was near | S
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Philip had four siblings.
One older sister, Christina, was
also deaf. She attended the
ND School for the Deaf
from 1916 to 1929.

Christina
Class of 1929



Skilled Acrobat

Philip was a very good
acrobat. By age 8 he was
a star member of the
ND School for the Deaf
tumbling team. During his
performances, he was
often known as Popeye.

' Philip Frelich



The NDSD tumbling team
was well-known for its
acrobatic stunts. People
traveled from across the
state to watch the
tumblers perform.




In high school, Philip
played as a guard on the

NDSD Bulldogs
basketball team.




Philip o0age 19

Philip was a
graduate of NDSD,
Class of 1936.
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In June, 1985, Philip was inducted into
the NDSD Athletic Hall of Fame.
He was lauded for his skills
on the basketball team (1932-36).

Philip was also commended for his
acrobatics on the tumbling team.




Esther, 15t Grade, 1929

Esther Dockter
was born August 18,1922.
Her family was from Anamoose, ND.

School records indicate that Esther lost her
hearing at age 6 months due to pneumonia.
However, records also noted that Esther
had several other relatives in her extended
family who were deaf and listed deafness
In the family as hereditary.
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\ enrolled her in the
ND School for the Deaf.

North Dakota School for the Deaf
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Esther had ten siblings.
One older brother, Christian,
was deaf and attended the

ND School for the Deatf
from 1925 to 1930.
Worke%hafttiﬁs - One older sister, Ottillie,
farmer at NDSD and ~ WaS also deaf and attended the
Tl ND School for the Deaf

from 1925 t01938.
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Recess- 1934

Esther - age 12
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